LEFE: My

FAR

Pétfect

If you had 15 days to travel anywhere in the world,

where would you go and what would you do? African-travel specialist Will

Jones thinks you should spend the time in private game camps, exploring
the cultures and wildlife of Botswana, Tanzania, Kenya, and South Africa.
Tom Collins of the Burgess vachting company believes vou should charter
a 157-foot boat and island-hop through the Caribbean. TCS Expeditions’
Jennifer DuBois suggests a multicontinent excursion in a Gulfstream V to
explore the origins of the world’s major religions. € Over the past few months,
Robb Report approached these and other leading luxury-travel professionals
and asked them to assemble incomparable 15-day trips to their respective
regions of expertise. What follows are their recommendations—10 ultimate

itineraries that, like all perfect trips, can be tailored specifically for you. »

By JENNIFER HaLL
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From Cairo, Berkeley recommends traveling by private
charter flight to the Adrére Amellal eco-lodge in the Siwa
Ohasis. This 24-square-mile area sits over large quantities of
water trapped in aquifers, and more than 200 springs and
small lakes dot the landscape. “Cleopatra bathed in one of
the springs that still carries her name,” says Berkeley. Mud-
brick buildings around the oasis once stood eight stories
high, but today their ruins “look like sand castles half washed
away by the sea”

After Siwa, the travelers will transfer through Cairo to
Aswan, where they will board the Senesta Star Goddess, The
three-night Nile cruise makes a stop within the Valley of
the Kings, where American archacologist Kent Weeks is
excavating Kings Valley Tomb number five, the burial site of
one of Ramses the Great’s many sons.

Addidonal stops on the 15-day journey can include the
Hatel Al Moudira Luxor (“Egypt’s only fabulous boutique-
style hotel” says Berkeley) and the Four Seasons Resort
Sharm El Sheikh, which overlooks a white-sand beach on
the Peed Sea. Wherever his clients go in Egypt, Berkeley
believes it is important that they explore beyond the stan-
dard fare—with some exceptions."I try to discourage people

from doing highlight-only trips,” he says. “But for people
who are interested in traveling around the world, who
doesn’t have the pyramids on the top of their list?"”

THE EXCLUSIVE » “Queen Nefertaris tomb in the Valley of
the Queens is reputed to be the most beautiful of all the
tombs,” says Berkeley. After the Los Angeles—based Getty
Museum restored the tomb in the 1990s, it became so heavily
trafficked that Hawas closed it to the public.”It is a small space
with narrow stairs and no ventilation,” says Berkeley. “When
too many people are breathing, the moisture destroys the
antiquities.” Through his connections with Hawas, however,
Berkeley can arrange a viewing of the site." You show up and
there is the guy with the key. When you go down, they turn
on the lights and you have 20 minutes. You're not allowed to
speak,” Berkeley says."People who go in are in tears, because
this is something they have always wanted to see”

PRICE » About $60,000 per person (double occupancy).

Destinations & Adventures International, 310,854, 6060,

e daitraiel com
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